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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-30 is/are pending in the application. 
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6) S Claim(s) 1-30 is/are rejected. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)~(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-30 remain for examination. The correspondence filed 9/9/05 amended 
claims 1,17, and 23. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Examiner acknowledges Applicant's request for an interview in the amendment 
filed 9/9/05. However, Examiner respectfully declines on the grounds that the written 
arguments presented in this amendment are sufficiently persuasive as to render any 
subsequent interview prior to this Action moot. 

3. Applicant's arguments, see the amendment filed 9/9/05, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-30 primarily under Freeman [and other references as 
appropriate] have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection 
has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection 
is made in view of Freeman and Huang. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

5. Claims 1-2, 5, 7-14, 17-21, 24-25, and 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Freeman et al. (U.S. Patent 6,068,183), and further in view 
of Huang et al. (U.S. Patent 6,819,310, claiming priority to Provisional Application 
60/200,001 filed April 27, 2000). 
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Referring to Claim 1 : 

Freeman discloses a portable authentication device, comprising: a body (Fig 1 A; 
col. 2, lines 50-60); a contact area disposed in said body (col. 2, lines 60-65); an 
identification portion disposed in said body (col. 2, lines 59-62); a display area disposed 
in said body (col. 3, lines 1-10; col. 6, lines 10-30); and a processor, disposed in said 
body, for providing data to said active display (col 3, lines 30-40). 

Freeman does not appear to disclose wherein the display is an active reflective 
bistable display. However, Huang discloses such a device (col. 4, lines 13-20), which is 
capable of being used in portable devices (col. 13, lines 58-65). It would have been 
obvious to use the active reflective bistable display found in Huang as the display 
means in the device disclosed by Freeman. The motivation for doing so would be to 
use a screen technology that allow for faster refresh rates than the passive display 
technology explicitly disclosed by Freeman, while minimizing power consumption 
(Huang, col. 4, lines 1-10). 

Referring to Claim 17: 

Freeman discloses an authentication system, comprising: a portable 
authentication device having a display (col. 3, lines 1-10; col. 6, lines 10-30); a database 
server (col. 4, lines 15-30, 40-50); and an authentication device interface, coupling said 
portable authentication device and said database server (Fig 3). 

Freeman does not appear to disclose wherein the display is an active reflective 
bistable display. However, Huang discloses such a device (col. 4, lines 13-20), which is 
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capable of being used in portable devices (col. 13, lines 58-65). It would have been 
obvious to use the active reflective bistable display found in Huang as the display 
means in the device disclosed by Freeman. The motivation for doing so would be to 
use a screen technology that allow for faster refresh rates than the passive display 
technology explicitly disclosed by Freeman, while minimizing power consumption 
(Huang, col. 4, lines 1-10). 

Referring to Claim 23: 

Freeman discloses a method for authenticating a patron having an authentication 
device, comprising: providing an authentication device having; a display (col. 6, lines 
10-30); updating a database server with authentication data associated with a venue 
(col. 5, lines 10-15, 50-65); displaying display data corresponding to the authentication 
data on the authentication device (col. 5, lines 60-65); establishing a communication 
between the authentication device and the database server; and deciding whether to 
grant the patron access to the venue based on the communication (col. 2, lines 1-10; 
col. 5, lines 40-65). 

Freeman does not appear to disclose wherein the display is an active reflective 
bistable display. However, Huang discloses such a device (col. 4, lines 13-20), which is 
capable of being used in portable devices (col. 13, lines 58-65). It would have been 
obvious to use the active reflective bistable display found in Huang as the display 
means in the device disclosed by Freeman, because they allow for faster refresh rates 
while maintaining low power consumption (Huang, col. 4, lines 1-10). 
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Referring to Claim 2: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 1 above. Freeman further 
discloses a card approximating a size and shape of a standard credit card (col. 2, lines 
15-25; col. 6, lines 55-65). 

Referring to Claim 5: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 1 above. Freeman further 
discloses said contact area further comprising: a contact enabled for receiving 
externally-supplied power (col. 3, lines 30-35; col. 6, lines 45-55). 

Referring to Claim 7: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 1 above. Freeman further 
discloses said active display comprising: a variable display (col. 6, lines 10-30); wherein 
said variable display is enabled for bistable display of authentication information (col. 2, 
lines 1-10). 

Referring to Claim 8: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 1 above. Freeman further 
discloses a machine-readable portion, coupled to said body, enabled for storage of 
machine-readable data (Fig 7; col. 15, lines 15-23). 
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Referring to Claim 9: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 8 above. Freeman further 
discloses said machine-readable portion comprises at least one of a magnetic strip and 
an optically-readable portion (Fig 1B; col. 2, lines 60-67; col. 5, lines 15-23). 

Referring to Claim 10: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 1 above. Freeman further 
discloses a communication portion, coupled to said body, for enabling said 
authentication device for wireless communication between said authentication device 
and an authentication device interface (col. 2, lines 65-68). 

Referring to Claim 1 1 : 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 10 above. Freeman further 
discloses said communication portion comprising: a wireless transmitter/receiver (Fig 
5A; col. 2, lines 65-68). 

Referring to Claim 12: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 1 1 above. Freeman further 
discloses said communication portion further comprising: means for communicating 
data between said wireless transmitter/receiver and a location external to said 
authentication device (col. 2, lines 65-68; col. 5 t lines 25-45). 
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Referring to Claim 13: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 12 above. Freeman further 
discloses said means for communicating comprise an antenna embedded in said body 
(col. 2, lines 65-68). 

Referring to Claim 14: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 1 above. Freeman further 
discloses a memory portion, disposed in said body, enabled for storing data (col. 3, 
lines 45-55). 

Referring to Claim 18: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 17 above. Freeman further 
discloses an authentication device reader, coupled to said authentication device data 
interface, for communicating directly with and identifying said portable authentication 
device (col. 2, lines 30-35; Fig 3-4; col. 4, lines 15-30; col. 2, lines 1-10). 

Referring to Claim 19: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 17 above. Freeman further 
discloses a public network in communication with each of said portable authentication 
device, said database server and said authentication device interface (col. 5, lines 50- 
65; Fig 5A). 
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Referring to Claim 20: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 17 above. Freeman further 
discloses a venue portion, coupling said database server and said authentication device 
data interface; wherein said venue portion communicates authentication data 
associated with a venue to said authentication device interface upon detection of said 
authentication device (col. 5, lines 50-65; col. 2, lines 1-10). 

Referring to Claim 21: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 17 above. Freeman further 
discloses a patron portion, coupling said database server and said authentication device 
interface; wherein said patron portion communicates authentication data associated 
with a venue to said database server in response to a request by a patron (col. 5, lines 
50-62; Fig 3-5A). 

Referring to Claim 24: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 23 above. Freeman further 
discloses comparing identification data of the authentication device and the 
authentication data; and granting to the patron access to the venue if the identification 
data of the authentication device and the authentication data match (col. 2, lines 1-10; 
col. 5, lines 55-65). 
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Referring to Claim 25: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 24 above. Freeman further 
discloses the identification data is identifiable with the patron based on patron data 
stored in the database server (col. 4, lines 5-35). 

Referring to Claim 27: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 23 above. Freeman further 
discloses said establishing is of a communication link between an authentication device 
interface located at the venue and the database server (Fig 5A; col. 5, lines 50-65). 

Referring to Claim 28: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 23 above. Freeman further 
discloses receiving a request from the patron for authorization to enter the venue; 
wherein said updating is in response to the request (col. 2, lines 1-10). 

Referring to Claim 29: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 28 above. Freeman further 
discloses the request is received from a location remote to the database server (Fig 3; 
col. 5, lines 1-20; col. 5, lines 50-65). 
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Referring to Claim 30: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations of Claim 23 above. Freeman further 
discloses said establishing takes place over a public network (Figures 3-5A; and col. 5, 
lines 40-60). 

6. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Freeman 
in view of Huang as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of Haddock et al. (U.S. 
Patent 4,736,966). 

Referring to Claim 3: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations as discussed in claim 2 above. 
Neither Freeman nor Huang disclose "said card is approximately 85 millimeters (mm) in 
length, 55mm in width, and 1mm thick." However, Freeman does disclose that the card 
is readable by ATM machines. In addition, Haddock teaches that a standard credit card 
size that permits usage in an ATM machine is 85mm X 55mm (Haddock, col. 3, lines 5- 
1 5) X approximately 1 mm (col. 1 , lines 65-67). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Freeman in view of 
Huang such that the card is approximately 85mm in length, 55mm in width, and 
approximately 1 mm thick as taught by Haddock. The motivation for doing so would be 
to allow the card to be used like a regular banking/credit card (Freeman, col. 6, lines 55- 
65, and Figure 7). 
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7. Claims 4, 6, 15, 16, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Freeman and Huang as applied to claims 1-2 and 23 above, and 
further in view of Gray (U.S. Patent 6,268,788). 

Referring to Claim 4: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations as discussed in Claim 2 above. 

Neither Freeman nor Huang explicitly disclose "said portable authentication 
device is enabled for communication with an authentication device interface, said 
processor being enabled for processing authentication information received from the 
authentication device interface." 

Gray discloses said portable authentication device is enabled for communication 
with an authentication device interface (Fig. 12B), said processor being enabled for 
processing authentication information received from the authentication device interface 
(col. 15, lines 1-10). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Freeman in view of Huang such that 
the card can process authentication information as taught by Gray. One of ordinary skill 
in the art would have been motivated to do this because.it would the system to verify the 
identity of the person using the card (col. 2, lines 40-50). 

Referring to Claim 6: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations as discussed in Claim 1 above. 
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Neither Freeman nor Huang explicitly disclose "contact area further comprising: a 
contact enabled for communication of data between said authentication device and an 
authentication device interface." 

Gray discloses contact area further comprising: a contact enabled for 
communication of data between said authentication device and an authentication device 
interface (Fig. 8-12). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Freeman in view of Huang such that a 
contact enabled for communication of data between said authentication device and an 
authentication device interface. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to do this because it would the system to verify the identity of the person 
using the card (col. 2, lines 40-50). 

Referring to Claim 15: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations as discussed in Claim 1 above. 

Neither Freeman nor Huang explicitly disclose, "said memory portion stores 
biometric identification data of a patron." 

Gray discloses said memory portion stores biometric identification data of a 
patron (col. 13, lines 40-45). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 

r 

ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Freeman in view of Huang such that a 
memory portion stores biometric identification data of a patron. One of ordinary skill in 
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the art would have been motivated to do this because it would the system to verify the 
identity of the person using the card (col. 2, lines 40-50). 

Referring to Claim 16: 

Freeman in view of Huang in view of Gray discloses the limitations as discussed 
in Claim 15 above. Freeman further discloses said memory portion stores data for at 
least one of display in said active display area, for user authentication, for patron 
preferences and for system data (col. 3, lines 30-40; 45-55). 

Referring to Claim 26: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations as discussed in Claim 23 above. 

Neither Freeman nor Huang explicitly disclose, "verifying an association between 
the patron and the authentication device prior to said granting." 

Gray discloses verifying an association between the patron and the 
authentication device prior to said granting (col. 13, lines 40-45; col. 15, lines 1-15). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Freeman in view of Huang such that an association 
between the patron and the authentication device is verified prior to said granting. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it would the 
system to verify the identity of the person using the card (col. 2, lines 40-50). 
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8. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Freeman and Huang as applied to claim 17 above, and further in view of Gebb (U.S. 
Patent 6,067,532). 

Referring to claim 22: 

Freeman and Huang disclose the limitations as discussed in Claim 17 above. 

Neither Freeman nor Huang explicitly disclose "a phone ordering interface, 
coupling said database server to a public network; wherein said phone ordering 
interface communicates authentication data associated with a venue to said database 
server in response to a request by a patron received via a public switched telephone 
network (PSTN)". However, Freeman does disclose the use of a public network which 
uses a modem, a modem being known in the art as a device for converting digital 
signals into analog signals for use on a telephone network. A user can buy tickets via 
this network (Fig. 5A; col. 5, lines 50-65). In addition, Gebb discloses a phone ordering 
interface, coupling a database server to a public network (col. 4, lines 35-45) wherein 
said phone ordering interface communicates authentication data associated with a 
venue to a database server in response to a request by a patron received through a 
phone network (col. 6, lines 5-15). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify Freeman in view of Huang such 
that the ticket could be ordered over the phone, as taught by Gebb. The motivation for 
doing so would be to reduce box-office lines (Freeman, col. 5, lines 55-65). 
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Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

• U.S. Patent 6,850,21 7 issued to Huang et al. 

• U.S. Patent 6,816,1 38 issued to Huang et al. 

• U.S. Patent 6,51 8,994 issued to Doane et al. 

1 0. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tom Gyorfi whose telephone number is (571) 272-3849. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am - 5:00pm Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on (571 ) 272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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